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THE "COLOUREDS" OF SOUTH AFRICA 
ANNCR: 


THE LATEST RACIAL VIOLEIICE Lit SOUTH AFRICA HAS BROUGHT 
ANOTHER SEGMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S TROUBLED PEOPLE INTO THE NEWS. 
THE FOCUS THIS TIME: SOUTH AFRICA'S "COLOURED" POPULATION-- 
PERSONS OF MIXED ORIGINS, \WHO ARE SOUTH AFRICA'S COLOUREDS 
AND WHAT ARE THEIR ASPIRATIONS? TWO AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS 
PROVIDE SOME ANSWERS TO THIS QUESTION. FROM WASHINGTON, BARRY 
MAUGHAM OFFERS THIS SUiIIARY OF THEIR CACKGROUND REPORTS: 

VOICE: 

PRESSED BY MORE THAN TIVO MONTHS OF RACIAL UNREST, THE 
SOUTH AFRICAH GOVERNHNENT NOW IS CONSIDERING CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGES TO GIVE DIFFERENT RACIAL GROUPS THERE BETTER POLITICAL 
REPRESENTATION, 

CORRESPONDENT HUMPHREY TYLER OF THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 

SAYS PART OF THE IMMEDIATE PLAN IS TO INCREASE CONTACTS 
BETWEEN THE WHITE PARLIAMENT, THE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE COLOUREDS, OR PEOPLE OF HiIXED ORIGINS, AND SOUTH AFRICA'S 
"ASIAN" MINORITY MADE UP OF INDIANS AND PAKISTANIS. MR. 
TYLER SAYS THE IDEA IS TO FORM A COMBINED CABINET COUNCIL 
WHICH WILL BE MADE UP OF WHITE CABINET MINISTERS AND REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF THE COLOURED AND ASIAN COMMUNITIES. 

SOUTH AFRICA'S PRIME MINISTER, JOHN VORSTER, SAID THE 
FIRST FORMAL MEETING OF THE NEW? BODY WILL TAKE PLACE THIS MONTH, 
BUT THE MAJORITY PARTY IN THE COLOURED REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL, 
THE COLOURED LABOUR PARTY, REIIAINS OPPOSED TO THE CABINET 
COUNCIL, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE HONITOR CORRESPONDENT QUOTES 
THE LEADERS OF THIS GROUP AS SAYING THE CABINET COUNCIL HAS NO 


EFFECTIVE POWER -- THAT IT IS MERELY AN ADVISORY BODY. 
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SIMILAR MILITANCY IS BEING VOICED BY AN INCREASING NUMBER 
OF COLOURED STUDENTS AT THE COLOURED UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN 
CAPE. ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT FOR THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 
JUNE GOODWIN, SAYS THE UMREST IN THE CAPE AREA BEGAN LAST 
MONTH ON A DAY WHEN COLOURED STUDENTS DECLARED THEIR SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE BLACK UNREST IN SOWETO. THE JOHANNESBURG TOWNSHIP 
OF THE COLOURED STUDENTS STAGED DEHONSTRATIONS OF THEIR OWN 
WHICH LEFT SEVERAL PEOPLE KILLED OR INJURED. 

CORRESPONDENT GOODWIN SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS SO UNPRE- 
PARED FOR THE OUTBREAK THAT I10RE THAN ONE HUNDRED POLICE HAD 
TO BE FLOWN IN FROM OTHER PARTS OF SOUTH AFRICA, ALONG WITH 
THE JOHANNESBURG COMMANDANT, \!HO HAD BEEN HANDLING THE SOWETO 
RIOTS. 

IF THE POLICE WERE SURPRISED, SO \WERE HOST SOUTH AFRICAN 
WHITES. MISS GOODWIN SAYS THEY ARGUE THAT THE COLOUREDS IN 
THE CAPE AREA, WHERE MOST OF THEM LIVE, ARE IN A FAVOURED 
POSITION, THEY ARE GIVEN JOBS BEFORE BLACKS, THEY CAN OWN 
THEIR OWN HOUSES, AND THEY ARE EVEN CALLED "BROWN AFRIKANERS" 
BY THE RULING WHITE AFRIKANERS. 

EVEN SO, SAYS CORRESPONDENT GOODWIN, THE MORE THAN TWO 
MILLION COLOUREDS ARE A PEOPLE "IN BETWEEN," A MIXTURE IN A 
SOCIETY THAT TRIES TO PUT EVERYGODY IN A SPECIFIC RACIAL BOX. 
SUCH LABELLING, SHE SAYS, CAN BE ESPECIALLY FRUSTRATING IN 
THE CASE OF A COLOURED PERSON WHO MIGHT HAVE BLOND HAIR AND 
BLUE EYES, WHILE ANOTHER PERSON, ALSO LEGALLY CLASSIFIED AS 
"COLOURED" MIGHT BE INDISTINGUISHABLE, IN APPEARANCE, FROM 


A BLACK, 
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THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE HOMNITCR CORRESPONDENT SAYS HER 
CONTACTS BELIEVE COLOURED OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
JUST BEGUN, IN THEIR VIEW, THE LOT OF THE COLOUREDS HAS GROWN 
STEADILY WORSE SINCE THEIR PARLIAMENTARY VOTE WAS TAKEN AWAY 
SY THE RULING NATIONAL PARTY ASOUT TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. 

CORRESPONDENT GOODWIN SAYS THIS NEW-BORN MILITANCY CAN 
BEST CE SUMMED UP BY A STUDENT AT THE COLOURED UNIVERSITY 
OF THE WESTERN CAPE. THE STUDENT SAID THE AVERAGE YOUNG COLOURED 
WANTS APARTHEID ABOLISHED, AND A REAL SAY IN RUNNING SOUTH 
AFRICA. THE RESULT, MISS GOODIIIN REPORTS IS THAT THE 
ASPIRATIONS OF BLACKS AND COLOURECS ARE THE SAME -- AND, 


FOR NOW, EQUALLY FRUSTRATED. 


PCA/BIM/FFG 


